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     Gary welcomed us back for 

the start of the new season on 

the 7th of September.  It was 

good to see all the usual mem-

bers have returned. 

     The evening was taken up 

mostly with the formalities of 

the coming year. Going through 

the programme, running 

through some changes to the 

competition rules and inform-

ing members of changes made 

since last season such as the 

installation of emergency 

lighting.  This worked very well 

with a test run for evacuating 

the building in case of a !re. 

     Terry made his plea for Ra#e 

prizes.  The proceeds from these 

along with the money paid for 

your tea helps to buy all the 

new thing we have bought for 

the club, so please bring along 

something that you yourself 

would like to win.  

     The evening ended with a 

!lm from John Davies, about 

Amsterdam, made by him in 

1993 without the use of a 

computer.

7th September

Peter Dunkley. 

     Peter is a retired BBC televi-

sion producer.   He began his 

talk with his early years in BBC 

radio when he started in 1956.  

He worked with some great 

names of radio such as Wilfred 

Pickles.  He enlightened us with 

a very amusing account of the 

early output of sound, with 

(mostly) ladies, who were called 

Gram Slingers, who juggled 

between three shellac disc to 

achieve the required e$ect. 

      Peter transferred to, a very 

early, television in 1958, when it 

was just beginning and there 

were only three hours of broad-

cast in an evening.   Here he also 

worked with all the great names 

of television, Denis Norton,  

Richard Dimbleby. etc.

     We all listened  as he talked 

about the equipment used at 

that time for !lming, all 

programmes going out live.  The 

cameras were large and heavy 

and lenses had to be changed 

for close ups, no zoom lenses 

then.  He explained that the 

potters wheel, the interval !lm , 

was often used when some-

thing went wrong. 

     In 1964 came the new inven-

tion of video tape but not as we 

know it.  It cost  £800 for 30 

minutes of !lming.  The evening 

ended with a lively discussion 

between Peter and the mem-

bers. 

      We had a very interesting 

evening.  Peter is an excellent 

speaker and kept us listening 

and I'm sure like me just think-

ing thank goodness for our 

small cameras and the equip-

ment available to us today. 

14th September.

     Another season started with 

all the formalities on the 7th 

September.  This month has 

been an entertaining start to 

the season.  We've had an 

interesting talk from Peter 

Dunkley, a retired BBC 

Producer.  Trevor Williams 

hosted an evening of members 

footage.  

    The !rst competition of the 

season, The Mini, with only four 

entries, a bit disappointing.  

Doug and friends entertained 

for our green screen night. 

We enjoyed videos from Tiver-

ton Video club, and I hope you 

enjoyed  my second e$ort at 

being a director for  our Skit 

night. Welcome Back.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 Trevor Williams.

      

     The evening hosted by Trevor 

Williams was something we 

have not done before.   Several 

members brought along foot-

age of !lms they were working 

on. 

     Trevor started with some of 

his own work on some very poor 

!lming (not !lmed by him) that 

he was trying to make good.   

From the look of the raw foot-

age to his end result it looked as 

if he had done very well.  

     We had work from the lads 

who are !lming the Bells at 

Wimborne Minster.  Talking 

about some of the di%culties 

encountered with the !lming 

there.  It will be nice to see the 

end result of this !lming.  

     I showed some footage I had 

of my Granddaughter, on her 

pony, that I had tried to make 

more interesting but didn't 

really work.  Trevor Guess had 

shaky footage with problems 

from the wind noise on his 

camera.  

     Sid showed us how a cheque 

should not be presented   and 

John showed interesting foot-

age of a Royal Parade,  when he 

had been sent out to get the all 

important cut aways.  

     Ray then produced !lm he 

had taken on a very small 

camera that cost only  £30 and 

very good it was.  He also 

showed us !lm from an ordinary 

stills camera.  How much the 

!lm has  improved since the 

ability to take !lm on stills !rst 

became available. 

    Trevor W ended the evening 

with footage of another club 

project, the !lming of  “Titanic 

The Musical”.  A very successful 

night from Trevor. 

21st September

     The !rst competition of the 

season, The Mini Comp, had 

only four entries, a bit disap-

pointing as the !lms only have 

to be less than !ve minutes and 

can be on any subject.  I know 

you all enjoy competition nights 

but if you don't enter we won't 

have any.  

     The four entries entered were 

Bubbles from Barbara and 

Gordon.  An amusing !lm about 

their little smart car.   Comments 

from the assessors included:  

this was thought to be an excel-

lent entry well !lmed with good 

intro music.   Maybe a few 

cutaways were needed in places.  

     The next !lm shown was 

Coldharbour Wool Mill, from 

John Davis.  The title explains 

the subject.  Nice intro, video 

well cut to the appropriate 

music, abrupt cut in sound once.  

Good use of close ups, and a 

good ending, but not enough 

wool as in the title.  

     Next was my entry, A Felucca 

Trip.  A sail up the Nile on a 

traditional boat.  This was 

thought to be an interesting 

!lm.  Music well suited to the 

subject, balance of sound could 

have been better, voice over too 

loud.  Edit good with well !lmed 

evening shots. 

Fourth.  Roman Visitors by Ray 

Joyce.  A visit to Wimborne of a 

Roman group to promote the 

town.  Now Ray is no longer our 

chairman he has all his time to 

experiment which he is doing. 

This !lm was shot on a stills 

camera and it was amazing how 

good video is now on a small 

camera primarily for taking 

photos.  A dramatic start set up 

the !lm.  Well edited, good use 

of  WALLDO,  An entertaining 

well balanced !lm.  

First.  Bubbles by Barbara and 

Gordon Lambert. 

Second.  A Felucca Trip by 

Marion Westcott. 

Third.  Coldharbour Wool Mill 

by John Davies.  

     After the judging Gary 

showed us all how to do, or not 

to do titles.  He explained how at 

!rst, when he was !lming with 

an 8mm camera,  he had to 

write out his titles on paper and 

!lm them, this producing some 

very artistic results.  He showed 

us clips of titles and end credits 

up until today. An interesting 

talk that threw up some lively 

discussions.

28th September

     Several members have 

enquired about the small 

camera Ray used.  It is a 808 

HDCar Key Micro  Camera for 

sale on E-Bay at  around £25.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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      Once again we are taken on 

a journey with videos from  

another club.  This time it was 

from Tiverton Video Club.  This 

is the !rst time we have had 

work from them. 

     Our journey started on 

Dartmoor with people with 

special needs  doing the Jubilee 

walk part of the Ten Tours Event.  

We then visited Lonna Doone 

country on Exmoor looking at 

some very interesting churches.

     A trip on the River Exe to the 

Two Locks Pub with a very 

disgruntled gentleman was 

welcome, we all had a laugh at 

this one.  Next we had a history 

of the lost village of Hallsands, a 

sombre tale of the sea washing 

away the homes of all but one 

of the villagers. 

     The road verges around 

Exeter was our next stopover 

with an interesting insight of 

how the isolated verges of 

some new bypasses have 

become a haven for wildlife.  

    We had not travelled out of 

the West Country yet on this 

journey but with our next trip 

we were whisked o$ to the 

Atlas Mountains for a very long 

hike to the top.  By now we 

needed some refreshment so 

the cider making demonstra-

tion was a good place to go.

     We ended our tour in 

Canada, not by boat as this was 

a small church in Devon that 

belongs to the Canadians. A 

very interesting story and a very 

interesting evening.

12th October

      I hope you all enjoyed the 

!rst skit evening of the season.  

I bravely ( or foolishly) stepped 

in to take charge.  The club 

house became a court room, 

with Sid as the Judge, Mary as 

the witness, who knew too 

much about Malcolm the pros-

ecutor and Gordon the Defence 

Lawyer.  

     My  team were Trevor G and 

Terry on cameras.   Peter was in 

charge of the lighting as well as 

being my right hand man.  At 

the last minute Trevor W was sat 

in the chair to be the dastardly 

criminal on trial.

    I must say how well all my 

extras acted as my court room 

public after we had weened 

them o$ watching the monitors. 

    I hope, as editor, to get all the 

footage edited sometime this 

year for all to see. 

      

19th October

.

          

         Green Screen Night.      

    Those of you who missed  The 

Green Screen Night missed a 

rare treat.  Doug Redpath, his 

colleagues,  Phyllis Spencer and 

Collin Tyler  brought along their 

clarinets to play for us.

     Those not doing any !lming 

enjoyed the excellent music, 

although they may have had 

their view curtailed by us with 

our cameras in front.  Those  

that were  !lming were 

squeezed together  trying to 

get the musicians in camera 

with the green screen behind 

them, almost impossible, but 

we all did our best and I'm sure 

we will all make some really 

good imaginative !lms from 

our footage 

     The musicians were very 

tolerant of us camera people 

especially on the last run 

through, with cameras being 

poked at them from all angles 

when we were taking close up 

for our cutaways,  

     A very enjoyable evening. 

Thank you to the three musi-

cians who probably have never 

played in such a weird place 

before.

5th October.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Eric Montague has informed us that our "lm of Montague Jack is to be shown at Athelhampton 

House on Sunday 4th November at 2.30pm and Tuesday 6th November at 7.30pm.  Athelhampton 

house is an impressive country house near Dorchester. To book call 01305848363, or at 

www.dorsetcinema.co.uk. A visit for the day to Athelhampton  House could be a  good day out and 

another chance to see our epic on the big scene.



 

     The Film Of The Year winners 

are drawn from competitors 

coming !rst or second in our 

monthly competitions.  

Judging for these awards is by 

three independent judges from 

other video clubs who select 

the four winners from some 14 

to 16 !lms. The F.O.T.Y winners 

have not necessarily been a 

monthly competition winner; in 

fact, some of the F.O.T.Y trophies 

have been awarded to second 

placings.  

 One of these prestigious 

awards is the Chrisdy Trophy for 

Best Edit presented by Chris 

Durham.

      Chris  joined the club in 1998 

whilst heading up Chrisdy 

Computer Consultants Ltd, a 

Blandford based company 

providing a technical consul-

tancy to the Ministry of 

Defence. This year his company 

will celebrate 25 years in busi-

ness.

     In 1966, whilst still at school, 

Chris took up !lming in Std-8 

mm. Following this, he dabbled 

for a while with Super-8 but, 

eventually, gave this up. The 

arrival of analogue video 

re-awakened his interest and, 

like most of us, he became 

hooked!

     Soon after joining the club he 

was co-opted on to the commit-

tee. In 2006 he took up the post 

of Vice-Chairman but, after a 

while, had to resign owing to 

business commitments. In 2010 

he again became Vice-Chairman 

combined with Hon. Treasurer, a 

position he currently holds.

    Chrisdy Computer Consult-

ants Ltd presented the elegant 

claret jug as an award for Best 

Edit in 2004 and the !rst recipi-

ent of this trophy was Rory 

Morrison.

    At our Annual Dinner & 

Awards Ceremony the Chrisdy 

Trophy will be on display ready 

to be presented for the !lm 

awarded Best Edit. 
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FILM OF THE YEAR   The CHRISDY TROPHY for BEST EDIT

Gary Court
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    

   

Chris Hall

    Tonight we welcomed Chris 

Hall.  Chris runs Hallmark Films, 

a company based in Parkstone.  

A lot of the television we watch 

has been !lmed by his com-

pany. He told us about his 

!lming of the Olympics  this 

year for sky television, also the 

!lming of the Paralympics for 

channel four.  

    He showed us  stills of the 

equipment used in the broad-

casting of the events, some-

thing we maybe don't think 

about but there were rooms full 

of it, one room was the size of 

an aircraft hanger.   

    Chris and his team are respon-

sible for much of the sports 

coverage seen on your televi-

sion.   They cover the football 

league matches and the inter-

views with the players after the 

match.  An entertaining story 

from Chris was how David 

Beckham kicked a ball into his 

camera damaging the lens. 

    The Hallmark team cover the 

general elections, many royal 

events, things such as the Paris 

Motor show and !lm premiers.  

Chris explained how he only has 

a few permanent  sta$ but has a 

huge  freelance network to 

cover events from all over the 

world.   We were shown some of 

the !lms he has made as corpo-

rate productions for companies 

such as Marks and Spencers, 

Bournemouth Hospital and Pool 

and Bournemouth councils. 

    Chris showed us some of the 

equipment that he uses, 

emphasising the need for good 

sound equipment.  He also 

talked about the importance of 

the  lighting, praising the useful-

ness of LED lights that are light 

and portable,  there is no heat 

from them and can be run on a 

battery so no trailing cables to 

trip you up. 

    Chris went on to talk about 

post production.  Mac comput-

ers are used for editing.  He 

talked about colour grading and 

audio sweetening.  

    Chris had left his best for the 

ending of the evening when he 

showed us extracts from the 

!lming they have done for the 

Bournemouth Air Show. The 

footage we saw was fantastic. 

He has DVDs of the events over 

the four years !lming up to 

2011( he was too busy with the 

Olympics for 2012) He did a 

brisk trade at the end of the 

evening when members  pur-

chased  them.  

     Chris is a very professional 

speaker. We had a full house but 

if you did not attend you really 

missed a very entertaining 

night.  

 

26th October.
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     It seems like ages ago, but in 

fact it was only in  our Newslet-

ter of last August that I read 

the article entitled “ Need a 

holiday?”  an o"er by Rod 

Goodhand for someone to be 

able to join him in a trip to 

Namibia, i.e. share the driving.  

Our Editor, aka Marion, 

con#rmed that it is a great 

place to see Wildlife, and she 

had already shown us some of 

her video shots of the lions in 

the Etosha National Park. So I 

was hooked, and started trying 

to #nd out all about the 

project. 

     Firstly, it was only about 10 

weeks away, and secondly it 

was going to be very 'hands-

on' with the organising.  Thank 

goodness for the Internet, and 

after a month or so a plan was 

starting to  emerge.  Flights 

accommodation, and vehicle 

were negotiated, Guide books 

purchased, health precautions 

checked. 

     Now my experience of 

Wildlife #lming was zero, 

except for a woodpecker on 

our lawn, and a trip to 

Longleat.  Actually, Longleat is 

not a bad preparation, for 

neither there nor in Etosha are 

you able to leave your vehicle. 

The di"erences are two-fold. In 

Etosha you can have the 

windows of the car open, and 

the temperature is 38 o C in 

the shade, so it's just as well 

you can have  some Ventila-

tion.  

     Filming consists of getting 

up before dawn, driving as fast 

as possible to some likely 

stake-out, and then sitting in 

the car for hours until some-

thing happens. 

     One good thing about the 

temperature and dryness is 

that you can balance your 

water intake to ensure that you 

don't need to get out of the 

vehicle, a skill soon learned. It's 

so dry that I washed a shirt, 

lifted it out of the water and 

hung it on a line, and 10 min-

utes later I could have worn it.

     It amazes me that the 

animals will come right up to 

your vehicle, even though they 

can see you inside. In fact one 

Rhino got so close that I 

couldn't #lm because I had a 

long-lens on and it would not 

focus at such a close range. 

     When you have spent a few 

days with the same pride of 

Lions, you feel you know them, 

and when they are close you 

could almost reach out and 

stroke them. You wouldn't live 

long, but it is tempting. Appar-

ently one of the Japanese guys 

leaned out with his camera, 

and the lion he didn't spot 

pulled him out through the 

window.

      We drove a total of about 

3800 km in three weeks, 

through vast open country-

side, but, perhaps more of that 

latter.

          Terry Hopwood.

Sorry to Terry for delay for 

inclusion of this article, editor

Etosha.....Here we come ! 

Web site   http://wimbornevideoclub.com

Please send your letters of 

praises, complaint, problems 

suggestions for changes to our 

meetings, or any encounters 

that you would like to share  

with the members.

Please send them, with photos 

if any . To

m.westcott1@sky.com. 


