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Peter Hale

      Peter Hale, a member or our 
club,  gave us an  informative 
evening on the 6th of May.  DVD 
Rebel was a talk on how to make 
a good �lm at a low cost. 
     Peter didn't profess to be an 
expert but he still gave us all 
some good advice.  Most of his 
talk evolved around �lming an 
interview. 
     Peter asked us to take note of 
the 3rds rule when we watched 
a clip from Watch The Wall, a 
�lm made by the club in 1978, 
on supper 8. He then explained 
the use of a story board,  the 

concept of planing your produc-
tion before you start to produce 
a value on a budget �lm, and 
getting the best shots. 
     Peter then told us how impor-
tant the lighting was, and how 
the use of �lters can achieve 
di�erent e�ects. 
      This took us on to our skit 
nights, a good training ground 
for budding editors, cameramen 
actors etc. 
     Trevor Guess' �lm of The 
Doctors was shown, this being a 
consultation in a doctors 
surgery, �lmed in front of a 
green screen.  Peter showed 
how Trevor had taken photos for 
the background and  by overlay-
ing the position of the actors on 
the photo how the �nished �lm 
would look. 
     We watched clips from two  
�lms of interviews to see how 
the professional directors do it. 
Nearly always starting with a 

wide angle shot and then close 
up on the actor when the 
conversation became serious. 
A tip Peter gave was to always 
shoot the whole interview on a 
wide angle as a master tape, 
handy to cut in if you have any 
problems. 
     He then gave us a few shoot-
ing tips, keep to the 3rds rule, 
and keep the bottom line of 
your interviewee cut  between 
the joints, example, between 
the shoulder and elbow. 
     A discussion of formats and 
steady cams followed and the 
showing of a clip from the �lm 
Nikita.  A shoot out in a kitchen 
that showed just how imagina-
tive our �lming could be. Peter 
kept us interested well past the 
usual 10 o'clock �nishing time. 
     A very informative evening. 
Maybe Peter will speak a bit 
louder next time as it was not 
easy to hear him at times. 

6th May
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      Our season has come to a 
close, and an interesting one it 
has been.  Since the last news 
letter we have had our Easter 
break and an extra one for the 
royal wedding on the 29th of 
April.  Frome Video Club 
should have been visiting us 
then but was cancelled 
because so many of us were 
celebrating that night. 
      This month we have had a 
talk from Peter Hale.  The last 
competition, a talk from 

Heather Bell and the AGM.
      After many  years  Ray 
Joyce has stood down as 
chairman. We thank him for all 
the e�ort he has put into the 
club over these years. Also we 
must thank  Sid Falla, for his 
ten years as treasurer, who has 
also retired from said position, 
and Dough Redpath, who has 
retired as our competition 
secretary. We wish them well
     Enjoy your summer with 
lots of �lming for next season 

and I  hope to see you all back 
in September.



     The  Last competition. Only 
four entries. The �rst shown was 
Mountain Gorillas, it took us  to 
the jungles of  Rwanda. Well put 
together with lovely close ups of 
the animals. It was refreshing to 
hear that the judges realized 
that it was �lmed in very di�cult 
conditions which Rory coped 
with so well.
      It was felt that in places 
natural background noises 
would have added to the �lm, 
and although the commentary 
was extremely well done it did 
fade away in places. A very 
enjoyable �lm. 
     Second shown was A Guide 
to Nottinghill Carnival. Good 
commentary but we did not 
need to see the commentator 

on camera. Varied and interest-
ing shots, but it needed to show 
more of the actual carnival and 
less of the crowd. The speeding 
up of the �lm was overdone. 
      Third to be seen was Galileo.  
This one took us back to school 
with a lesson on the Galilean  
thermometer. At the beginning 
Trevor did not look comfortable 
talking to camera. but the sound 
got better as we went along. 
     This �lm was very informative 
well �lmed and well put 
together. 
      Fourth was Hello Dolly. An 
entertaining climbs to the start 
of a musical production, it was 
enjoyable and the whole 
production will be worth watch-
ing. 

     Very well �lmed but the 
sound being rather distorted let 
it down.
     The start had too many 
credits for a competition entry. 
     First was Mountain Gorillas 
by Rory Morison.   Second  
Galileo by Trevor Guess.  Third 
Hello Dolly by Trevor Williams. 
Well done all. 
     The second half of the 
evening was taken up with a 
�lm of Bournemouth in the Past, 
an interesting archive �lm from 
a 1914  march through the town 
by soldiers of to the �rst world 
war. Sports venues, the Bourne-
mouth school for boys, theaters 
and more, to a 1960's stroll in 
the leisure gardens.

13th May

20th May
     

     

Heather Bell

     Heather has been a member 
of the club since 2003. On the 
20th of May she came along to 
show us some of her work. 
Heather comes all the way from 
Swanage, and it is there that she 
has become involved with the 
Durlstone Country Park. 
      Her �rst �lm showed us how 
she became involved when it 
was decided to develop the 
park. The �lm  showed why this 
area is so special. Being on the 
Jurassic coast, the rocky cli�s 
hold many fossils and imprints 

of the creatures that once 
roamed the land.
      The landscape around the 
park is some of the most 
spectacular in Dorset, and the 
area attracts an abundance of 
wild life. 
     Heather’s �lm was used as a 
promotion �lm to raise money 
for the development of the area 
to a country park.
      Her second �lm was about 
the history of the Swanage Pier. 
From the destruction of the �rst 
pier, the building of the new 
one opened in 1896. A 
restoration started in 1994 and 
the opening in 1998. 
     We saw how the pier is a 
popular recreation place with 
the public, being used  by 
�shermen, school groups, the 
Jazz festival, a diving school, and 
even the occasional visits from 
the Royal Navy. It is also a 
stopping o� point for the steam 

boat “he Waverly” on it trips 
from Bournemouth. 
     Her next �lm was of the 
building of the astronomical 
observatory at Durlstone County 
park. 
     We were then taken away 
from Swanage to the Galápagos 
Islands. Here we saw the wildlife 
and grandeur of these islands 
where the Iguanas and the birds 
seemed not to be afraid of 
humans at all. 
     After the break we watched a 
�lm from Heather about the 
Purbeck Village Choir. This �lm 
was made as a club project. 
Firstly we saw how the �lm 
makers from the club worked to 
set up the �lming, then part of 
the �nished �lm. 
     As always Heather’s �lms 
were very well put together. Her 
�lming is excellent. We all had a 
very enjoyable evening.   Well 
done Heather.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



       On the 20th of May Terry 

presented Ray with a cheque for 

£200. This was the pro�t  from 

the  sales o� a DVD of the 

Wimborne  Flower Festival. A 

�lm made by members of the 

club, Terry Hopwood, George 

Beesley, Trevor Guess, Sid Fella, 

David Barnes, Marion Westcott.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      After Gene Kelly had com-
pleted his famous tap dance in 
the rain, the director still 
needed the sound of sloshy 
tapping feet. He did not have 
Gene Kelly dance again, instead 

two young ladies danced in 
buckets full of water to produce 
the required sound, matching 
the tapping seen on screen.

27th May AGM
      The last night of our season, 
the 39th AGM was held on the 
27th of May in the clubhouse.  It 
was well attended.  After Ray 
welcomed us, Sid stood up to 
give us his treasurer’s report. 
     As usual it was the highlight 
of the evening. Sid’s opening 
speech is always topical and 
amusing. His wit will be missed 
as he has now retired as treas-
urer, but I'm sure the incoming 
treasurer will take on the task 
admirably. 
     Sid thanked Terry for helping 
with the audit and running the 
tea bar. Then he came to the 
clubs accounts and very heathy 
they are. A cheer was raised on 
being told there would be no 
increase in club fees next year. 
     Ray then gave us his last 
speech as our chairman,  as he  
has retired from this position. 
He told us that we have had a 
good year. 
     The Montague Jack �lm has 
given the club a lot of prestige 
in the video club world, and Ray 
has become a expert on Jack 
the Ripper, now being asked to 
give a talk and show the �lm in 

London!  Also the Arendale 
Centre Wimborne has requested 
that it be shown in their tenth 
anniversary celebrations. 
     Ray pointed out that 75% of 
us do not enter the competi-
tions. This is not good enough 
and we need more of you to join 
in. 
      Ray announced that David 
Barnes has been made an 
honourable member of the club. 
We all agreed that this is a just 
and deserved reward for David 
who was a founder member of 
the club, and has participated in 
its running for many years. 
     Ray then thanked all his 
committee members for the 
years he has acted as chairman. 
     It was then time to vote in the 
new committee. 
     At time of publication. Our 
new committee is Chairman:   
Gary Court. Treasurer/Vice 
Chairman:   Chris Durham, 
Secretary:   Rory Morrison. 
Program  Secretary:   Trevor 
Guess. Competition Secretary: 
Vacant. Social Secretary:   
Terry Hopwood. Web site:   
Jane Adams. Newsletter: 

Marion Westcott.  Members’ 
Rep:   Peter Hale. 
     Here Gary took the chair and 
told us how he will run his time 
as chairman. 
    The �oor was then opened for 
any other business and a discus-
sion ensued on things needed 
to take the club forward. Several 
good ideas were put forward, 
one being that we could have 
an outing, where we could �lm.   
The �lms would be shown in the 
clubhouse, not as a competition 
but just as a members night. 
The committee would like feed 
back on this and any sugges-
tions as to where we could go. 
     It was decided to leave the 
judging of the competitions as 
it is now. 
     The Fixed Theme competition 
for next year is to be a short 
news �lm of something that has 
happened in your area. 
     These �lms will also be used  
on a skit night to make a news 
broadcast. The club has done 
this before, it's fun so please get 
those news items �lmed in the 
summer.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Did You Know?



Please send your letters of 
praises, complaint, problems 
suggestions for changes to our 
meetings, or any encounters 

that you would like to share  
with the members.

Please send them, with photos 
if any . To

m.westcott1@sky.com. 

Web site   http://wimbornevideoclub.com

From Carry Court      
     What can one say about a 
man who has given nine years 
unstinting service to the club?  
That man is Ray Joyce who, at 
the club’s 2011 AGM, stepped 
away from the post of Club 
Chairman.  Club members are 
not always aware of the 
behind-the-scenes activity of 
their committee and it’s thanks 
largely to the enthusiastic 
leadership of Ray, backed by his 
team, that WMCVC has grown in 
stature over the years. 
     Among his many talents Ray 
has, in my view, three memora-

ble attributes; a prodigious 
technical knowledge; a host of 
personal contacts within the 
media of video and a wonderful 
ability to overcome the some-
times hilarious disasters that 
plagued the Tuesday Digital 
Forums! 
      Ray is no longer Chairman 
but remains large among us, 
ready as ever to o�er help and 
guidance when requested.  He’s 
still working quietly backstage 
busy pulling together the club 
�lm and video archive into a 
form that will be easily accessi-
ble when required, a daunting 

but, I’m sure, a pleasant under-
taking. 
     So Ray, once again the club 
thanks you for being there.  

       Regarding the 25th March 
demo of Panasonic equipment.
 I thought that the 3D cam-
corder arrangement had a 
fundamental weakness which it 
shares with o�erings by other 
manufacturers. The 3D pictures 
which impressed us on the 
screen were not from the said 
camcorder. The two lenses for 
the stereoscopic views had their 
centres a mere 12mm apart 

whereas the separation of our 
eyes is typically 63mm. 
     Consequently when we tried 
to view the output from the 
camcorder live in the club the 
3D e�ect was very weak. It was 
barely perceptible by the front 
row of the audience. 
     The concept which I have 
been working on for years is not 
tied merely to one type or 
model of camcorder, and the 

lens separation is 63mm 
between centres.  Please see 
www.sos3d.corfeweb.com. 
where there are photographs of 
the concept by clicking the links 
in the “About Us” Section.

From John Christian

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

End Of An Era?

Ray Joyce


