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Gary Court
     I think, and I hope that you 
agree, the !rst half of our 
season has been very success-
ful.  There were, inevitably, one 
or two programme glitches but 
these were occasioned by some 
of our Guest Speakers having to 
cancel at short notice.  There are 
some more programme 
changes to come; these have 
been emailed to all who have 
this facility.  For those who don’t 
please contact our Programme 
Secretary,  Trevor Guess, at any 
club night.  He will give you a 

list of changes.
     As you will have noted from 
our latest Newsletter our com-
petition entries so far this 
season have hovered around 
the lower level except for the 
Video To Music competition 
which hosted nine entries 
which was most gratifying.  This 
competition, like its predecessor 
the Silent Competition, seems 
to su"er from interpretation of 
the rules.  
    It has been made very clear 
that competition rules are 
included on the reverse of the 
entry form which is OK provided 
that those entering have time to 
absorb them when signing the 
form.  As a number of entries 
come in on the night (and are 
welcomed) it could be argued 
that time does not allow the 
entrant to absorb the rules.  In 
most competitions the rules are 

fairly straightforward but the 
Video To Music in particular 
needs careful attention.  It may 
be advantageous to revert to 
having a full set of rules printed 
in the Programme (as previ-
ously).  This will ensure that all 
potential entrants can be fully 
apprised of the requirements.  
I’d like to hear your thoughts on 
this.
     Our Christmas Party was well 
attended and included a 
Christmas-themed ra#e, the 
prizes having been donated by 
one of our members who, for 
health reasons, could not 
attend.  Our thanks go to the 
kind peopled who generously 
provided masses of food, and to 
Terry and Anthea who handled 
the arrangements.  Thanks also 
to Arthur who presented a 
brain-teasing quiz.  Well done 
all!

 A Note From The Chair.

     The response to our newly-
inaugurated Christmas Card 
 Charity Fund was very rewar-
ding; the amount donated was
 £45.  For a !rst event this was
 excellent; next year could be

 even better!
2nd February 2013 is the date 
for our Annual Dinner & Awards 
Ceremony.  The venue is as last 
year and, owing to limitation of 
numbers, you are advised to 

notify Chris early in order to 
reserve a place.
So, onward to Part II of the 
season which I hope will be 
enjoyed by all.  
                                         Gary Court. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     2013 got o" to an excellent 
start as we all met at the club-
house on the 4th of January for 
an evening looking at our own 
work.  Our meeting on the 18th 
was cancelled due to the bad 
weather.  
    The new year takes us half 
way through our season.  Soon 
it will be time to elect your new 
committee. There will be several 
vacancies as some committee 
members are standing down.   

We will be needing a Treasurer, 
Vice Chairman and Competition 
Secretary.  So please think 
about what you would like to 
do for your club and consider 
joining the committee.  
     If you would like to !ll any of 
these post,  the present 
member will allow you to 
shadow them to get a feel for 
the job.  Remember no com-
mittee, no club.
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    The !rst meeting of 2013 was 
an in house night.  Several 
members had gallantly edited 
their green screen !lming.   We 
had varied ideas and interesting 
results, leading to long discus-
sions on  ways and means of  
editing green screen.   Maybe 
next time will prove easier with 

our new larger green screen.
    The evening was enjoyed by all 
and it was truly a members 
night.  Ray presented a donation 
to the club of £40 from a talk he 
had given about the club’s 
production of Montague Jack.
      Our new way of wishing all 
well at Christmas, by signing one 

card and putting a donation in a 
box for charity, worked very well 
and £45 was raised.  By a vote of 
hands it was decided  that this 
should be given to  Julia’s House 
Hospice for sick children in 
Broadstone  
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Ceremony.  The venue is as last 
year and, owing to limitation of 
numbers, you are advised to 

notify Chris early in order to 
reserve a place.
So, onward to Part II of the 
season which I hope will be 
enjoyed by all.  
                                         Gary Court. 

4th January.

   

 

Ray Joyce
     Ray delved into our archives 
on the 11th January.  The club-
house was full for an entertain-
ing evening.  First we watched a 
!lm made  in 1996 by Dennis 
Saunders, The Road To Petra.  
This was a travelogue  about  the 
ancient ruins in Jordan.  A very 
interesting !lm.  
     Then from 1985 a look at a 

club project !lmed by several 
members about the centenary 
celebrations of the opening of 
the Swanage Railway.  The cast, 
dressed in period costume, 
caught the atmosphere of the 
Victorian times  very well. 
    A !lm from 2001, by Colin 
Froud a former member and now 
a well established wildlife pho-
tographer, came next.  Colourful 
Kimeridge,  underwater images 
in the bay.   Ray then showed 
one of his entries that won !lm 
of the year in 2001, Holton Lee, 
this about a restpite care home 
for the disabled. 
    We were then taken on a club 
outing !lmed in 1999, along the 
Avon and Kennett Canal. 

 Why don't we have club outings 
now? 
    Another club project next, 
!lmed in 1999 in Wimborne 
Minster.  To end our look at the 
past Ray showed a very well 
made !lm, No Charge  from 
1985, that would be a strong 
contender in our present Video 
to Music competition. 
    All the members enjoyed the 
evening and most wanted more.  
I hope this will be an annual 
event.  Ray has worked very hard 
to transfer all  the !lms, that have 
been placed in competition over 
many years, onto a hard drive for 
easy access, also making a very 
interesting record for the club.

11th January

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
25th January
     The Holiday Competition. This 
was how a competition should 
be, seven entries and all of a 
good length.  Comments from 
the assessors, were that on all 
the !lms, the commentary was 
excellent.
    First shown was My nostalgic 
Day from Guy Langdon.  A !lm 
about Southend-on-Sea. Com-
ments were, an interesting !lm, 

maybe the end too abrupt.  
Second shown was Cornish 
Rhapsody, by Trevor Guess.  A 
tour of the Lizard in Cornwall.  
Steady footage, an entertaining 
video, could have been cut to 
the music better.  Next 
Elephants of Namibia, by Rory 
Morison. Explained in the title.  
Excellent !lm, well paced, funny, 
variation of shots, good edit.  

Then we watched two !lms by 
myself, A Very English Holiday. 
This a few days at Dartmouth. 
Informative, well balanced, 
good edit.  Then Treasures Of 
The Nile.  A look at ancient 
Egypt on a river cruise.  An 
interesting excellent !lm, some 
shots too short.  Sixth on our list 
was. The Unknown Lake, by 
Phil  Bracher. Here we had a sail 

around Lake Iseo in Italy.  Music 
!tting well to a brilliant !lm. 
Good framing of shots and well 
paced.  Film seven was a trip to 
Japan in A Taste of Japan, by 
John Davies. A !lm shot mostly 

in Kyoto, but we did have a trip 
up Mount Fuji.  Music well used, 
good angled shots and well 
!lmed. 
1st, A Taste of Japan by John 
Davies. 

2nd, The Unknown Lake by 
Phil Bracher, 
3rd, Elephants of Namibia by 
Rory Morrison.  Well done all 
who entered.
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1st February
       Weymouth Cine and Video 
Club sent along a DVD of some 
of their !lms for us to see on 
February the 1st.  
     All the !lms were of a high 
standard from,  Another Day in 
Paradise to Tales of the Unex-
pected.  We had  very funny 
short !lms with Fish Alive and 
Here Comes Anne Vincent.  
Travelled to London, Hong Kong,  
and an entertaining  trip to Sri 
Lanka to watch the Elephants, 
and India for a tour of Kerala.  

Coincidentally we had shown a 
!lm of Kerala the week before, 
when four of us travelled down 
to Weymouth to show our !lms 
to them. 
     We watched a charming !lm 
in someone’s garden showing us  
its $owers and wildlife.  
     Not surprisingly, as it's so 
close to Weymouth, two !lms 
were of Portland, one a parade 
for the freedom of the town for 
the ship HMS Portland and the 
other an interesting look at the 

blue butter$ies on the island.  
Speed Sailing, this a video of 
attempts at the speed sailing 
record, with sail boards $ying 
across the water.  These going at 
such high speeds with the 
camera keeping them in centre 
frame.  Very well !lmed. 
     It seems that the Weymouth 
club have some very talented 
!lm makers.  The club house was 
full and we all enjoyed a varied 
and interesting evening. 

 

     The Film Of The Year Trophy is 
the supreme award granted to 
the producer of what the inde-
pendent judges consider to be 
the very best of all the !lms 
placed !rst or second in the 
club’s monthly competitions.  It 
can, but not necessarily, be 

awarded to one of the three 
other trophy winners. However, 
it has, on more than one occa-
sion, been awarded to an entry 
placed second in the monthly 
competitions.  
    The main criterion for gaining 
this award is a !lm that “ticks all 
the boxes” rather than shining in 
just one of the disciplines 
awarded to the other three 
entries. In other words, best 
overall. 
    This trophy was acquired by 
the club following Bob’s death 

in 2000.  It serves as a memorial 
to a very generous man who, in 
his Will, left a generous bequest 
to the club of £1,000. Bob lived 
in the Fordingbridge area and 
his club membership goes back 
to the very early days of the cine 
group.  A rather self-e"acing 
man who didn’t enjoy good 
health, he took an active role in 
some of the club’s major proj-
ects, notably “Training For Life” 
now in the club archive.  The 
trophy was !rst awarded in the 
year 2003.       Gary Court  

The BOB TAYLOR MEMORIAL TROPHY For FILM OF THE YEAR
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stuart Morris  

       We were treated to an 
evening of video from Stuart 
Morris on the 8th of February.  
Stuart Morris, by his own 
confession " just an amateur 
!lm maker" took us on a jour-
ney, mostly around Portland in 
Dorset, with stunning shots of 
its rugged coastline and rough 
seas.   We accompanied the 
Olympic torch as it made its way 

across the island, watched as 
the sea pounded the light-
house.   We  were entertained by 
a song and dance act from !lm 
shot at the Weymouth Theatre, 
performed by the youth group. 
A well shot !lm of a memorial 
parade to honour the men who 
lost their lives in the HMS Illus-
trious tragedy and  an intriguing 
!lm "Stone Stax" of pebble 

sculptures built on the shore.  
Stuart had produced this in 
black & white giving it a surreal 
e"ect. 
     It was obvious that Stuart is 
into experimenting with his 
!lms leading to entertaining 

e"ects. "London Eye" took us o" 
the wheel on a crazy trip over 
the London landscape, a very 
novel idea and worked 
extremely well.  His !lming of 
the fantastic light show at 
Disneyland Paris made me think 

that, maybe, it may be worth a 
visit.  The evening ended with 
another e"ects !lm "Cheer 
Down"  stills, put to a song, 
!tting in with the words.  A very 
enjoyable meeting.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8th February



Please send your letters of 
praises, complaint, problems 
suggestions for changes to our 
meetings, or any encounters 

that you would like to share  
with the members.

Please send them, with photos 
if any . To

m.westcott1@sky.com. 

Web site   http://wimbornevideoclub.comStuart Morris  
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Nick Lera

     We welcomed back Nick Lera 
on the 15th of February.  The 
last time he gave us a talk was 
in 2008.  Nick is a retired BBC 
news cameraman and indepen-
dent video maker.  
     He told us that he started his 
career in the 1960's with British 
Movetone News as an assistant 
cameraman, !lming news for 
the cinema.  With photos he 
took us through his time at 
Movetone, telling us about the 
!lm cameras in use then and 
how he had to choose his shots 
very carefully, with !lm being 
expensive.  He covered sport, a 
visit to West Germany to !lm 
army manoeuvres, and public 
events, one of the Queens visit 
to the tragedy of Aberfan.  
     After six years Nick obtained 
a years contract with the BBC 

with high hopes of now getting 
a really good camera, maybe a 
video camera,  but being the 
new boy and only sent out on 
!ll in jobs he was given a wind 
up !lm camera not as good as 
the one he had had at Mov-
etone.  
    Nearing the end of his 
contract he was o"ered a job 
elsewhere to !lm the 1968 
Olympics in Mexico.  He took 
this but then was o"ered a 
permanent job with the BBC.  
He negotiated a deal were he 
could  go to !lm the Olympics 
and then return to take the job 
with the BBC.  Nick related  how 
the team !lming the Olympics 
nearly didn't get home because 
the airline carrying them went 
into liquidation, they were 
stranded in South America and 
there was no money to refuel 
the plain.  The company Nick 
was working for eventually 
paying for the fuel to bring the 
plane home.
     Back at the BBC, he was now 
full cameraman and  spent the 
next twenty-!ve years with 
them.  In this time Nick won the 
prestigious “News Cameraman 
of the Year” on two occasions.  
He covered news from all over 

the world.  His life in danger in 
Belfast, a trip with the Queen on 
the Royal Yacht Britannia to 
Australia.  The Vietnam war, 
again to Australia with Prince 
Charles and to South America to 
!lm the series “Railway Journeys 
of the World.” 
     Railways are Nick's passion 
and he decided to leave the BBC 
and make his passion his life,  
!lming trains.  
     After our tea break we saw 
just how right he was to do this 
with the showing of his !lm of a 
railway.  On a special trip in 
1994, up the Khyber Pass on a 
steam train.  This was the !rst 
train trip in this troubled area 
for ten years, a special tourist 
run.  The !lm took us on an 
incredible journey through 
desolate landscape to the top of 
the pass.  Nick !lmed this on 
three separate runs so was able 
to get shots from many di"erent 
views.  A really interesting !lm.  
    He also showed his !lm of 
another special event, this time 
on the London underground.  
On the 13th of January this year, 
for the 150th anniversary, a 
steam train  ran around the 
Circle Line.  Nick captured this 
historic event perfectly.  

 15th February
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


