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    My �rst duty with this news 
letter is to make an apology to 
Janet Court. The entry, Morning 
has Broken, that came second  
in the �xed theme competition 
was credited to her husband 
Gary. In fact it was Janet’s �lm. 
So apologies to Janet   
      The �rst night back after the 
Christmas break got o� to a 
good start with Auction Night.      
       So many items were 

donated that the auction was 
carried over to the 14th. which 
with the Day Out competition, 
having eight entries made, it 
was a busy  night.
     We had a very  entertaining 
evening from Michael Slowe.
      Skit night  went o� well 
there is a review from Gary later. 
He comments on feedback from 
you. Any contributions for the 
news letterwould be welcome. 

I’s your news letter so be a part 
of it.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
17th December

   

  We can’t say goodbye to 2010 
until a revue of the Christmas 
party. The club house was full to 
capacity. and enough food laid 
out for a feast. 
     Our two brainiest members 
turned out to be Terry and 

Freda, by coming joint winners 
in the general knowledge quiz.
     A Montague Jack quiz com-
piled by  Alan Langford-Brown, 
with a twist on pass the parcel 
had most of us say  "don't 
know"  Good fun though.
       There were three joint 
winners in the mind stretching 
quiz on names of towns, and 
lots of groans when the answers 
were revealed. 
     We all enjoyed  the food and 
drink. 
     The evening ended with 
cartoons of Ice Age,one of my 

personal favourites. 
     A big thank you to all who 
supplied the excellent food, and 
a special thanks for Terry and all 
who helped to arrange the 
evening. 
     A good time was had by all.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     It was a  chaotic start to 
Auction Night, with a long 
queue to  register our items, but 

Rory came to the rescue and 
started to register at the back of 
the queue. 
     With all the lots registered, 
the table groaning under the 
weight,  and the house full the 
auction got o� to a slow start, 
but soon there was  brisk 
competition on some lots. 
     The items varied from lenses, 

leads, monitors, programs, and 
many more. 
     The most expensive item was 
a video light sold for just £15. 
      With so many things to sell  
and time running out it was 
decided to �nish the auction at 
the next meeting. 

7th January



14th January
     All seats taken for  The Day 
Out competition. There were 
eight entries.  
     The �rst, Steam Day on Poole 
Quay, by Brian Rigley, was a 
�lm of small steam engines 
chugging along the Quay at 
Poole. 
     A well �lmed entry,  with 
music that went well with the 
subject.  Good interviews.  One 
interviewee told us that he had 
built his himself.  An interesting 
�lm for those who love anything 
about steam, o�whom there are 
many in the club. 
     Second was,  Tolpuddle 
Festival and Rally, by Mark 
Rigley.   
     A �lm full of facts about the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, who were 
sent o� to Australia for forming a 
trade union. In this �lm there 
was not enough variety of shots 
with many repeated, the back-
ground sound was not good but 
the commentary and informa-
tion was excellent.  
     Third.  Mayhem at Milton 
Abbas, by Gary Court.  
     With a �lm of Gary's we are 
almost guaranteed a smile, and 
we were not disappointed. A 
nice beginning to  a good �lm 
with a variety of shots, and a 

very  amusing commentary of 
the annual 18th century street 
fair at Milton Abbas in Dorset. 
      Fourth. Its Tuesday, it must 
be...... by Sid Falla.  At �rst this 
seemed it was going to be a 
tourist �lm about Monaco, but 
with a mixture of cars racing 
around the streets and the same 
views  as they are on a normal 
day, it turned into a colourful fast 
moving �lm about the Monte 
Carlo formula one race.  
     Fifth  Over the Sea from Sky, 
by Marion Westcott. this was 
my own �lm about a lovely day I 
had in the outer Hebrides. 
     Sixth. Again by Marion West-
cott.  The Battle for Lulworth 
Castle. This was a great �lm to 
make as I  put some of the 
pictures to the music of the 1812 
overture, with cannons �ring 
and muskets discharging in time 
to the beat of the music.  Chal-
lenging but fun. 
     Seventh. A Winter's Day Out 
in Dorchester.  by Rory Morri-
son
     An Interesting �lm about the 
only thing you can do in 
Dorchester on a dull day,  Visit 
the museums, of which there are 
several.  A �lm full of facts,  a 
lovely commentary in the teddy 

museum, it's such a shame that 
we cannot �lm in most of these 
places. 
     Eighth.  A Ludlow Stroll in 
Autumn, by Trevor Guess. 
       This was Autumn at its best. 
A relaxing �lm, quiet, peaceful 
scenes of the castle and town of 
Ludlow. The views from the top 
of Ludlow Castle over the trees  
were very well �lmed and 
showed the colours of  trees 
looking down on them not up as 
we  usually see them. 
     A lot of information in the 
commentary.  A few more close 
ups may have added to the �lm, 
especially the autumn colour.
    This  was a night full of facts 
and entertaining �lms. 
And the winners were
     First. It's Tuesday, it must 
be.... by Sid Falla. 
     Second.  Mayhem at Milton 
Abbas. by Gary Court. 
     Third. The Battle for 
Lulworth Castle. by Marion 
Westcott. 
     An entertaining evening, well 
done all who entered. 
     The evening �nished with the 
last of the items in the auction. 
£81.75  was raised for the club. A 
big thank you to all who gave 
items for sale 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Michael  Slowe

        

A real treat was in store for 
members when Michael Slowe, 
member of Finchley Film 
Makers, drove down from North 
London on January 21st to show 
a selection of his award winning 
�lms. 
       Michael started his hobby 
using standard 8 �lm, and he 
�rst showed us a �lm, Zoo, 
actually shot on 16mm 
Kodachrome  in 1976 (now 

transferred to DVD). 
     This was a well constructed 
documentary of a day out at 
London Zoo, where a very clever 
juxtaposition between the 
public and animals demon-
strated how close we are to 
animal habits.  The really clever 
part was the cutting to music 
with many clips no longer than 
4 frames.  
     Remember, Michael said, 
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when cutting original footage, a 
frame is lost at each cut, so any 
mistake cannot be recti�ed. 
 (NLE members never had it so 
good!).
      Cutting to music became 
one of Michael’s specialities, as 
was seen by his next �lm, made 
in 2003, Pelicans of Guana. The 
quality of shots and variety of 
actions all blended into some-
thing that even David Attenbor-
ough would have been proud,of 
but I am still mysti�ed how 
Michael managed to persuade 
all those pelicans to move, dive, 
and �sh, strictly in time with the 
music!
      Another of Michael’s speciali-
ties is his ability to use talking 
heads to full advantage, and his 
next three �lms demonstrated 
this.
    Melissa was the story of a 
young lady determined to make 
her career as a high �yer. 
She enlisted at a circus school in 
North London and trained on 
the high trapeze, and ended up 
in  a circus tour, performed 
regularly at many night club 
venues and even was one of the 
three silk climbing acrobats 
used for earlier BBC transitions. 

     Michael had cleverly used 
little of the actual talking heads 
in vision, but fully illustrated 
their commentary with daring 
action shots.  Due to the inabil-
ity to �lm many angles at a time, 
a number of visits to the night 
club were needed, but I 
suppose someone had to do it!
    The Leader of the Pack was 
also a masterpiece of talking 
head and clever camera angles.  
It featured a young Russian 
immigrant who had few skills, 
except that he was a very 
talented dog trainer. The �lm 
follows him from his training 
class indoors, to outdoor scenes 
on Hampstead Heath 
     Imagine a pack of about 20 
dogs, very assorted in size and 
breed, all obeying his every 
command, and as well disci-
plined as Border Collies at a 
Welsh Sheep Dog Trial.
     Hounds and Huntsman had 
similar treatment to the previ-
ous �lm, Without making any 
political statement, it covered 
the training and needs of the 
foxhound pack, particularly now 
the actual hunting of foxes is 
illegal.     
     Michael was able to depict 

how the modern day pack is 
able to cope with the hounds 
natural instinct to hunt.  
     Michael has put such profes-
sionalism into his work, that not 
only has SKY commissioned him 
to �nish this �lm but they want 
it expanded from about 40 
minutes to the full hour (less 
advertising time). 
     A sense of humour is not lost 
with Michael.  He showed a 
promo for the Everyman 
Cinema in Hampstead The Best 
Seats in Hampstead, depicting 
a comfortable sofa being trans-
ported and sat on in many 
unlikely locations, including a 
zebra crossing and Hampstead 
Tube Station, and ending up at 
the refurbished cinema.
     Michael is very much a loner 
in �lm making, he is his own 
cameraman, own sound man, 
grips, lighting, and editor, and 
yet as an individual, I know of 
no one so modest with their 
achievements as Michael Slowe.

                                     

                                     Trevor Williams 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
28th January

Controlled Chaos ?    
    For those of us who arrived at 
the normal time on Friday, 28th 
January the evening’s activity 
was already well under way.  
     Two skits were scheduled for 
�lming and the �rst was well 
into preparation for �lming.  The 
stage �ats (set) had been 
erected earlier in the week, the 
lighting had been set up and 
the skit team was buzzing about 
positioning the actors and the
camera.     
At 7.30 promptly it was all 

systems at go.  The plot 
concerned interaction between 
two people - a television 
reporter in the shape of a very 
elegantly clad Carl Appleby and 
a local yokel, Dennis Sanders, 
with his �at cap turned back-
to-front.   
      The yokel was being ques-
tioned about the rather unusual 
food that he specialized in 
preparing and cooking.  How 
unusual the food was became 
apparent when the pair moved 
into the shed used as a kitchen 

and the reporter was persuaded 
to sample a special soup, with 
disastrous results!
     This skit progressed smoothly 
and skilfully and was followed 
by much milling about as the 
set was changed for the second 
event.  
     In this production a tired and 
worn-out golfer returns home 
and settles down to a quiet read 
of a newspaper.  A voice alerts 
him to the presence of another, 
who turns out to be a white-
clad angel sent from above to 



Please send your letters of 
praises, complaint, problems 
suggestions for changes to our 
meetings, or any encounters 

that you would like to share  
with the members.

Please send them, with photos 
if any . To

m.westcott1@sky.com. 

Web site   http://wimbornevideoclub.com

Library 
     I wonder if everyone is aware 
that we take donations of books; 
novels, factual, technical, almost 
anything.
     The books are stacked in the 
Library bookshelves (by the �re 
escape door) for members 

to peruse and then purchase at 
the modest sum of just 25p   per 
book. 
     The honesty box takes the 
cash on behalf of the treasurer. 
Please bring and buy.
                                           Sid Falla

advise him of his future exist-
ence, extolling the quality of his 
heavenly gol�ng activities.  
     Chris Durham played the 
golfer with vigour and the angel 
was portrayed by Angela Day, a 
young lady brought in at short 
notice.
     This production was far more 
complicated than the �rst skit.  

As well as a continuous long 
shot of the complete action, 
several di�erent camera angles 
and framing were employed.  
     A noticeable feature of this 
skit was the fact that both actors 
had learned their lines and 
didn’t need crib cues.  Despite 
the complexity of �lming it all 
ended well within time for the 

meeting to close at 10 pm.
     These skit events are designed 
to give the audience an idea of 
how to make a group video (not 
so easy until you’ve tried it).  Did 
it meet its objective?  Why not 
o�er your thoughts on that; I'm 
sure your Editor would welcome 
feedback.
                                               Gary Court. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Letters to the editor
Michael Slowe`s Presentation
     Now it`s been said by several 
club members from time to 
time that its not the wide 
screen, or the high de�nition, or 
even technical ability, that really 
counts when viewing a �lm, but 
how entertaining it is, and  I 
think that point was made very 
strongly with the selection that 
Michael presented.  
     Some were certainly 4:3, and 
some were certainly not high 
de�nition , but I personally 
found them all entertaining, 

( although I missed some of 
them as I was involved with the 
teas, along with Brian ). 
     However as Michael himself 
said, one can always revisit a 
�lm and tweak the editing, 
which is something I am sure 
we have all done from time to 
time, so for me, I felt the two
“dog” �lms which were fascinat-
ing to watch and very informa-
tive, could have had even more 
impact if they had been just a 
little shorter. 
     Notwithstanding that rather 

small observation, I really did 
like his camera work, which was, 
I believe, all done on a single 
camera, ( but as I was rattling 
cups I may have got that wrong 
as well ). 
     Coming to us from Finchley 
in North London involved 
Michael in a not  inconsiderable 
journey, so I would like to thank 
him for making the e�ort and as 
for taking up the trapeze?  I 
don`t think so.
                                          Trevor Guess 

  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ha Ha. One Liners 
The fattest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir Cumference.   He acquired his size from eating too 
much pi.
A Rubber band pistol was con�scated from an algebra class,    because it was thought it may constitute a 
weapon of maths destruction.  
Two silk worms had a race...........They ended up in a tie.
Time �ies like an arrow.        Fruit �ies like a banana
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack.       One hat said to the other: you stay here; I’ll go on a head.
                             Trevor Guess 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


