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     This month has seen a 
conversion in our chairman, see 
picture bellow.  We had a fun 
Skit Night, with the making of 
two �lms.  
     On a more serious note a visit 
from a policeman to tell us 
about video in the force. 

Debates about the music to 
video on the competition night.
      A trip around the Kruger 
park, with Rodney Goodhand 
and our Christmas party.
      By now we have recovered 
from Christmas. I hope this year 
brings you all you wish for 

18th November
 Skit night. The �rst skit tonight 
was directed by Peter Hale.  
Peter's team were:  Actors, Janet 
and John, Carl on camera, Neil 
on  sound, and Ray to edit.  
Janet sat a table doing a jigsaw 
puzzle with John helping, or 
not, with his comments.  
Several takes are done of each 
scene, the audience can see 

what the camera is �lming on 
the monitors. I'm pleased Peter 
went  �rst as I had to do the 
second as director.  I was able to 
watch very carefully to see how 
it's done. 
      My skit, using a less experi-
ence  crew were:  Actors Gary 
and Gordon, cameras Rory and 
Trevor (W),  Lighting Trevor (G) 

and again Neil did the sound, 
and they all supported me 
admirably. I also did the editing.
     When Sid asked me to be the 
director for the night I was 
horri�ed and thought “I can't do 
that” but as I got into it I found it 
great fun.  The team had to be 
chosen, the duty of an editor 
learned, and organizing the 

The Chairman Eats His Words
  
     On Friday, 18th November 
the �lming of two skits provided 
entertainment for all.  Both skits 
went smoothly and were com-
pleted within their one-hour 
time limit.  Throughout my years 
with the club I have always been 
a strong advocate for starting 
skits from scratch on the night. 

In the past the chosen Directors 
have been given the details of 
their project well in advance. 
They’ve selected their crew and 
actors and, on the night, have 
gone in at the deep end. 
     My feeling has always been 
(until recently) that pre-empting 
the (on the night) �lming with 
rehearsals would detract from 
the spontaneity of starting from 
scratch.  No longer do I hold this 
view.   Having been involved 
with the latest e�orts I now 
concede that rehearsals are A 
Good Thing!  Ironing out possi-
ble glitches beforehand enables 
the �lming to proceed much 

more smoothly.   On previous 
skit nights some of the audience 
became bored with delays in 
setting up lighting, sound, 
cameras, and preliminary run-
through before �lming. Rehears-
ing a couple of nights before 
�lming has ironed all this out, 
resulting in much more audi-
ence satisfaction with the Friday 
night proceedings.  So there you 
have it!  As long as skit Directors 
don’t cheat by capturing mate-
rial during rehearsals for later 
use, and keep the audience on 
board during �lming on the 
night, then everyone bene�ts. 
Gary Court

Breaking News 
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Eric Bemasconi. 
     The club house was full for 
the talk from Eric Bemasconi.
      Eric is from the high tech-
crime unit department of the 
Dorset police.  An interesting 
talk told us about the work of 
the police in connection with 
CCTV video. Eric told us that 
there are so many CCTV cameras 
now that we are never far from 
one and how they help solve 
many crimes.  He showed foot-
age of a murder victim in a very 
poor image from the early years 
of CCTV.  This image had a man 
convicted of the crime because 
an expert in video enhancement 

had said that the victim was 
carrying a bag that was later 
found at his home. On appeal it 
was proven, by a di�erent expert 
that she did not carry a bag, and 
indeed had left it at home and 
had indeed committed suicide.
     We then learnt how the 
footage from CCTV has improve 
but still needs to be enhanced to 
help solve crime and that seven 
out of ten murders are solved 
with the help of CCTV. 
     Eric then explained Hot 
Spotting.  With the footage of a 
street �ght the operator tracks 
each of the o�ender’s sepa-
rately. As the �ght progresses 
this shows the actions of each 
individual in the �ght  enabling  
one to see the part each 
o�ender took in it.  This takes 
many man hours. 
     In another �lm the enhance-
ment proved that a policeman 

did not punch a man in an 
a�ray.  The alleged victim 
claimed that he had been 
punched by the policeman this 
was captured on �lm  by a 
neighbour.  On slowing it  frame 
by frame it showed the 
policeman’s hand was open at 
all times and therefore did not 
punch as claimed. 
 So CCTV is helpful to get a 
conviction and to prove inno-
cents. 
     We were given an insight  into 
how  CCTV  cameras will be of 
assistance if any incidents of 
terrorism occurs at the Olympic 
Games, to be held in our area.  A 
list has been made of where 
most CCTVs are sited, in shops, 
on the streets and even in buses.  
If the unfortunate happens then 
evidence can be quickly 
collected from them.  The 
evening was very informative.

shooting.  The theme on my skit 
was of a farmer and a tax inspec-
tor, Gary as the farmer dressed 
for the Occasion and Gordon 

was very smart in his Inspector’s 
suit. So if you are asked to join in 
on a skit night please do it’s not 
as daunting as you may think.  A 

report  on the �nished �lm later 
in this news letter.

25th November

      An embarrassing moment 
occurred during the Video To 
Music competition on Friday, 
2nd December.  The competition 
was well endowed with entries; 
10 in all, which brought a smile 
to Competition Secretary Peter 
Hale’s face.  Unfortunately, part 
way through the proceedings, it 
became evident that one of the 
entries contravened club rules 
by incorporating live sound. This 
particular entry, although of 
excellent quality, had to be 
disquali�ed after a show of 
hands by the audience who, as 
in now normal practice, are the 
actual judges of our competi-
tions.  It then came to light that 
the �nal two entries (both by 

one contributor) also contained 
ambient sound and were thu’ 
excluded from the competition. 
So, in the end, the audience had 
only seven videos to judge. 
      OK, the rules have to be 
obeyed although, in this 
instance, there was some sympa-
thy for the makers of these 
disquali�ed �lms. The two 
producers were assured that 
their material would be eligible 
for entry in other club competi-
tions.  No doubt the committee 
will give this situation their 
consideration in due course. 
Meanwhile, in order to prevent 
future glitches of this kind, I 
recommend that you all dig out 
your programmes and have a 

look at the Rules printed on the 
inside front cover. 
      On a lighter note, the second 
half of the evening was well 
received when the two skits 
recently �lmed in the clubhouse 
were projected. Both had crack-
ing punch line endings.  The 
audience �elded a number of 
questions and comments to 
which the two Directors 
responded well.  This, I felt, 
proved that simple in-house 
activity of this sort is a good aid 
in improving our movie-making 
abilities, and bene�ts us all 
irrespective of technical exper-
tise.                              Gary Court

A Note from the Chair
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     Video to music competition. 
The club house was full for this 
competition and the entries 
were the most we have had in a 
long time.  Ten were initially 
entered but three had to be 
withdrawn because they did not 
follow the rules for the video to 
music competition.  The rules 
for each competition are set out 
very clearly on the inside front 
cover of the programs.  The 
video to music is rule nine. 
       The seven remaining �lm 
were. 
An English Country Garden, 
by Barbara and Gordon Lam-
bert.
How much by Marion West-
cott.  Autumn Leaves (1) by 
Marion Westcott.  A Baltic 
Cruise  by Chris Durham.  
Winter Magic by Ted May.  
Autumn leaves (2) by Trevor 

Guess.  Food Glorious Food by 
George Beasley. 
     The content ranged from the 
�owers in a country garden, an 
animated doggy in the window. 
Sailing across the Baltic Sea, 
snow scenery with lovely shots 
of wildlife.  Two rambles 
through the autumn leaves, and 
dishes of food glorious food.  All 
the entries were excellent, well 
�lmed and edited.  
1st    How Much by Marion 
 Westcott. 
2nd   Winter Magic by Ted 
May. 3rd    Autumn Leaves (2) 
by  Trevor Guess.  
   The next competition is the 
Holiday on the 27th of January. 
You have all been on holiday, so 
let see if we can have more 
entries for this.  To end the 
evening,  the two skits made on 
the 18th were shown.  First was 

the professionally made, Sarki, 
by  Peter's team.  Janet sat at the 
table doing a puzzle, her 
husband suggested she �nd the 
corner pieces �rst. Annoying her 
because the puzzle was round.  
     Next was my very �rst e�ort 
as director with a less experi-
ence crew Fair Pay.  Gary a 
farmer was expecting a visit 
from the tax inspector about his 
employees not being paid 
enough. The tax inspector was 
delighted on being told one, a 
half wit, was not paid much, It 
was the farmer himself.
    A discussion on the �lms by 
the members was very compli-
mentary to all.  We all enjoyed 
making them and this is the 
most important part of all, in 
our interest in video.

2nd December.

Rodney Goodhand
             
               Kruger My Way. 
     On the 6th December we 
settled down to watch a DVD by 
Rodney  Goodhand  entitled 
Kruger My Way,  and what a 
good way it was.  The club 
house was full as the �lm took 
us on a wild life trip through the 
Kruger National Park in South 
Africa.  It is not easy to capture 

good shots of animals in the 
park as you must not get out of 
your vehicle.  Some are not easy 
to �nd, although Rodney 
seemed to be very lucky in his 
quest. 
     His sightings of several leop-
ards was every tourist's dream. 
These animals are usually very 
secretive and mostly seen at a 
distance hiding in a tree.  
Rodney captured one, on 
camera, walking beside his car. 
The close ups of all the animals 
and birds captured were excel-
lent.
      A problem of �lming from a 
vehicle is that of movement.  At 
intervals The DVD was paused 
for questions and answers, 
Rodney explained to help with 

the problem of movement he 
used, in editing, a stabilizer 
called Mercalli.  This is a good 
stabilizer but it takes a lot of 
practice to achieve an accept-
able result. 
     The My Way part of his DVD 
he explained was to travel 
independently, so that you are 
free to sit for hours, if need be to 
capture that one encounter you 
are trying for. 
     One of our own members, 
Terry Hoppwood, has just 
returned from a visit to Namibia 
with Rodney.   I for one am 
looking forward to Terry's foot-
age of this trip and hope 
Rodney will return to show us 
his when he has completed his  
DVD.

9th December.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Please send your letters of 
praises, complaint, problems 
suggestions for changes to our 
meetings, or any encounters 

that you would like to share  
with the members.

Please send them, with photos 
if any  to

m.westcott1@sky.com. 

Web site   http://wimbornevideoclub.com

      Most of our members turned 
up for Our Christmas party. Our 
president Michael Medwin came 
along to join in the fun. It was 
nice to see him in the club house 
again. 
     The evening got o� to a good 
start with a Pictionary Quiz, 
which my team won, then a 
mind bender dig-bat competi-
tion that Doug did very well in, 
getting fourteen out of the 
twenty right. So it seems Doug is 

our brainiest member this year.   
Well done Doug. 
     A surfeit of food  was laid out, 
which we all enjoyed. Thank’s to 
all who donated to the variety 
and amount received. 
     A thank you to Terry who 
organized the food for the 
evening and his wife who kept 
our plates topped up at all times. 
      After eating we sat down to 
view �lms from the archives. 
Some of our senior members, 

that’s in long service to the club, 
had a glimpse of themselves 
from a long time ago.  Some of 
the �lms were made back as 
long ago as the 1960s.  Ray 
presented this, each �lm getting 
closer to the present day.
      Gary's �rst production of the 
Christmas party as our Chairman 
was a success we all had a fun 
night. 

16th December.

Pictionary Terry Enjoying the food

      This is our 40th anniversary 
season so we are having a 
special anniversary and awards 
dinner on Friday 3rd February 
2012.
      Places are limited so if you 
have not booked you may miss 
out.   Chris has given out book-
ing forms, plus an email has 
been sent out with the details 

for those who were not at the 
club on the night. 
    Tear o� slips should be 
returned with payment and 
your choices of menu by not 
later than 20th January 2012. 
Forms can be returned to Chris 
on any club night, or posted to 
him at 8 Dairy Field, Salisbury 
Road, Blandford, DT11 7UP. 

      This is set to be a special 
evening so don't miss out.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Dinner
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